*    The Sneeze    *

father. Your Majesty's most devoted servant, that pre-
cipitation rarely pays, I listened to the maid's prayer
that she be allowed two hours in which to tell het
beads, and directed that the execution should not take
place until the expiration of that period. I am therefore
in the happy position to report that she is still alive and
awaits Your Majesty's permission to pay her respects.3

The girl was then led in and made a triple prostra-
tion. The episode was at an end.

But the King's condition remained far from normal-
He became subject at this time to a peculiar seizure
when he woke in the morning. By the usual routine
relays of ladies-in-waiting watched by him all night,
The practice of these women was to play dull music,
massage or fan him. If before he slept he desired tc
amuse himself with a favourite, they had appropriate
airs, gestures and rhythms. When he was asleep, thej
sat by his bed, so that should he stir there was someone
at hand to anticipate his wishes.

One morning when he opened his eyes, the girls
noticed in them a peculiar expression. At no time hac
he been good-tempered when he awoke, but on thij
occasion there was a sombre ferocity about him. Ac-
cording to custom, certain weapons like spears, javelins
or daggers, jewelled pieces, some of them connectec
with the regalia, were ranged on a low table within his
reach. He now suddenly seized a spear and flung it
Passing by his immediate attendants, it transfixed th<
sleeve of a girl who was standing at the other end oJ
the room, pinning her to the woodwork. In a greai
fright the others scattered, some creeping from th<
room, some hiding behind pillars. The girl who was
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